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SHAKER MUSEUM
MOUNT LEBANON 
The Future, Present, and Past
At the Museum, we continually manage tensions between 
past and present--preserving Shaker buildings to keep out 
the present rain and snow, or ensuring that present pests, 
moisture, light, and wind-blown dirt are kept away from 
the historic artifacts in our collection.

Our work is not simply to sanctify the objects or the buildings, though.  It 
is to celebrate and understand the history of the Shakers, especially their 
remarkable commitment to ideas that were not in the mainstream, but that 
nevertheless proved to be seminal in helping to shape American history and 
that continue to have power for us today.  The Shakers’ ideas were about a 
future that they were actively defining and building:  What will Utopia look 
like?  How should we organize our lives together?  What is important?  
Many of their answers were rather fearless and bold. 

At the Museum, we are creating our own future at the Shakers’ historic 
home at Mount Lebanon.  Over the coming months, you will begin to see a 
transition in our organization’s name from “Shaker Museum and Library” to 
SHAKER MUSEUM|MOUNT LEBANON, a change that communicates our deep 
commitment to Mount Lebanon as we define and build our future there.  
Never fear for our commitment to the library, however, which remains one 
of the world’s great, vibrant resources for understanding the Shakers and 
their ideas.  In fact, you can read about one important new addition to our 
library collection in this newsletter.

I hope you will join us in 2012 as we continue to build the Museum’s future 
with you—come just to see the village, or volunteer, take a themed 
guided walk, come to our benefit parties, or attend a hands-on workshop.  
However you participate, we need and appreciate your ideas, commitment, 
and support!
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Restoring the 
Brethren’s Workshop
Exterior restorations to the 1829 Brethren’s Workshop began earlier this 

year, thanks to two major grants awarded at the end of 2010.  The first, for $300,000 from the New York State EPF 
grants program, is to fund the highest priority repairs to the building: the leaking roof, failing chimneys, missing 
drainage system, and structure.  The second related grant, $100,000 from an anonymous donor, is funding work on 
this project by resident summer interns from North Bennet Street School’s Preservation Carpentry program.  

From July through October this year, workers completed repairs to the east side of the roof—including slates, 
wood trim, flashing, and timber frame repairs; a custom-made recreation of the original gutter and downspout 
system; conservation of the rare, original plaster cove molding under the roofline; and complete reconstruction of 
the two chimneys.  Next year, the west side of the roof will be undertaken along with some structural repairs.

The Brethren’s Workshop was built to house various small manufacturing and crafts shops and featured a 2-story 
waterwheel in the cellar, which powered machinery throughout the building.  After 2012, with major building 
repairs completed that keep the building structurally sound and free of water penetration, we will turn our focus to 
restoring the interior as the Center for Preservation Trades.

Library Acquires Extraordinary Book
This Spring, the Shaker Museum and Library added a remarkable book to its collection of original Shaker publica-
tions. Through a kind connection with Olin Karch in Arkansas, we purchased a copy of the 1810 second edition 
of the Shakers’  The Testimony of Christ’s Second Appearing. The book is considered the “primary publication of the 
faith and principles of Believers,” and was written to provide theological unity to the rapidly spreading Shaker 
Church.   This copy, acquired from Mr. Karch, is remarkable in that it had once belonged to Thomas Brown and 
is heavily annotated by him. Brown spent several years as an “inquirer” at the Mount Lebanon and Watervliet, 
New York, Shaker communities before deciding not to join the Shakers.  In 1812, a few years after departing 
the Shaker life, Brown published A History of the People Called Shakers, one of the first books intended as a fair 
assessment of the Shakers’ faith and history by one who had inside knowledge.  This newly acquired copy of the 
Testimony also contains severely critical annotations by a Roman Catholic priest, Father Coleman of New York, 
including a lengthy “Supplement to the Preface” and a redesigned title page (seen in the accompanying photo); 
at one point he comments that although he intended to read the entire book, he could not force himself to 
continue beyond page 192.

Mr. Karch’s copy joins several other examples of the same publication in the Museum’s collection with notable 
histories of ownership.  For example, one was “A Present from Eldress Ruth Landon to Richard Bushnell and from 
him to Anna Crosman.” Landon was the lead female in the Shaker Ministry at Mount Lebanon and Bushnell the 
Elder of the North Family; another copy in our collection is inscribed “Father Job’s Book, A present from Mother 
Lucy Received June the 16th 1810.” Father Job Bishop had been sent by Mother Lucy Wright to Canterbury, New 
Hampshire in the 1790s to unite Shaker converts in that area into a community of Believers. 

This acquisition presents an important new opportunity for Shaker scholarship to explore whether Brown’s 
marginalia might provide insight into his arguments as presented in The People Called Shakers.  The Museum is 
most appreciative of Mr. Karch’s interest in having this copy added to our collection. Mr. Karch shared with us that 
he had acquired the book in a bookstore in Berkley, California, about fifty years ago. We are pleased to have it 
back where it started.

“Seeing how Peter, Mike and Don went about problem-solving and troubleshooting 
tricky parts of the work has definitely helped me get better at thinking on my feet.” 
--Jared Lodge, 2011 preservation carpentry intern

“(The Shakers) 
were a symbol of 

something America 
supposes herself to 

have missed.”
 -  E.M. Forster, 1951 -

Celebrating 
Shakers and 
Living 
Artists
On September 24, the 
Museum honored the artists 
Ellsworth Kelly and Jack 
Shear at a benefit dinner for 
100 in New Lebanon.  The 
weekend also included a 
tour of the Mount Lebanon 
historic site, hosted by World 
Monuments Fund President 
Bonnie Burnham, and, for 
dinner benefit committee 
members, a Sunday tour and 
lunch at Kelly’s Spencertown 
studio.  A 17-minute DVD, 
Kindred Aesthetics,  featuring 
Kelly and Shear talking about 
Shaker art and architecture, 
was produced to celebrate 
the weekend and is available 
at our online store.  Many 
thanks to Jo Carole and
 Ronald Lauder for underwrit-
ing the video production.


